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had become a mere symbol. Khadi clothes had become a mere badge
of identification. Khadi became an indicator of the element of
compulsion in government-related fields and of self-imposed compul-
sion in respect of Gandhians. In free India, khadi manages to cling
to life, chanting Gandhi's name. Since I was under no compulsions
of any kind, I did not wear khadi.
In Madurai, where I shared the platform with Kamaraj, a friend
lodged with the latter an affectionate complaint about my not wearing
khadi. Kamaraj glanced at my terylene clothes and said: "Why?
His dress looks fine! That cloth too is woven in our own country."
I realized at once that Kamaraj was not a sterile dogmatist. He was
not the kind of leader who would tell me: "Please wear khadi at least
when you appear on our platform." Because Gandhi had said some-
thing, a follower of his can bind himself to Gandhi's injunction.
But he ought not to bind others too. No one should be nagged into
putting on a false front. This is not civilized behaviour.
I knew by that time, on the basis of my acquaintance with Kamaraj
and many others, that not all .Congressmen were like Kamaraj. There
were Congressmen who were fond of him. There were many who
respected him. Some feared him. Some were ready to lay down their
lives for him. I was not concerned so much over the question of how
many would really follow him and stick with him. I wondered how
many of them would turn into outright enemies of Kamaraj. That
was not farsightedness on my part. While maintaining cordial
relations with Congressmen I had not become assimilated with
their party; from my detached position I was able to perceive the
tendencies that I have described.
Periyar and his Dravida Kazhagam showed even greater zeal in
supporting Kamaraj and the Congress than in their abuse of God and
hatred of Brahmins.
At that time reports appeared in the press to the effect that in
Kumbakonam a portrait of Sri Sankaracharya [of Kanchi] had been
subjected to gross insult and abuse. [The Sankaracharya was revered
by religious Hindus in general and by Brahmins in particular.]
The episode was followed forthwith by a barrage of united front
propaganda that those who indulged in that action were supporters
of the Congress. Left Communists and DMK men suddenly melted
into tears over what had happened to Sankaracharya Swami. The
"Swatantras" stood by as witnesses to the sorrow of their united
front colleagues. I promptly arranged for my participation in -a meet-